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Introduction 
%DQJODGHVK� HPHUJHG� DV� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� FRXQWU\� LQ� ������ ौH�
&RQVWLWXWLRQ� HQGRUVHV� GHPRFUDF\�� QDWLRQDOLVP�� VHFXODULVP� DQG�
VRFLDOLVP� DV� WKH� EDVLF� SULQFLSOHV� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\�� %DVHG� RQ� WKHVH�
SULQFLSOHV��%DQJODGHVK�SOHGJHV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�DQ�HJDOLWDULDQ�VRFLHW\�
ZKHUH� HYHU\� FLWL]HQ� FDQ� HQMR\� IXQGDPHQWDO� KXPDQ� ULJKWV� DQG�
GLJQLW\��ौH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�SURKLELWV�DQ\�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�
of race, religion, colour, origin, and other similar considerations. 
'HVSLWH�WKLV�DVSLUDWLRQDO�HWKRV��WKH�FRXQWU\�VWLOO�IDOOV�VKRUW�RI�WKHVH�
LGHDOV�� SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ� WKH� WUHDWPHQW� RI� LWV� UHOLJLRXV�� HWKQLF� DQG�
OLQJXLVWLF�PLQRULW\�JURXSV�
ौHUH� DUH� VHYHUDO� LVVXHV� UHODWHG� WR� WKH� VWDWH� RI�  1ۑVWDWHOHVVQHVVې

LQ� %DQJODGHVK�� %DQJODGHVK� KDV� QR� VSHFLਭF� ODZ� RQ� VWDWHOHVVQHVV��
DQG�D�VWDWHOHVV�SHUVRQ� LQ�%DQJODGHVK� LV�HਬHFWLYHO\�UHJDUGHG�DV�D�
foreigner.��+RZHYHU�� UHFHQW� GHYHORSPHQWV� VXJJHVW� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH�
ERWK�de jure and de facto�VLWXDWLRQV�RI�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�LQ�%DQJODGHVK��
,Q�WKLV�UHVHDUFK��ZH�ZLOO�H[DPLQH�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�H[FOXGHG�
JURXSV�IURP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�VWDWHOHVVQHVV��ौH\�LQFOXGH�

1 Statelessness�LV�D�FRQWHVWHG��PXOWLIDFHWHG�DQG�FRPSOH[�LVVXH�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
ODZ��7KH�WUDGLWLRQDO�GHILQLWLRQ�FDWHJRULVHV�D�SHUVRQ�DV�VWDWHOHVV�LI�KH�RU�VKH�LV�D�
QRQ�FLWL]HQ�HYHU\ZKHUH��7KH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�PD\�YDU\�HQRUPRXVO\��
,W�PD\�UHIHU�DQ�DEMHFW�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�SRYHUW\�DQG�H[FOXVLRQ�QRW�FRYHUHG�E\�WKH�
WUDGLWLRQDO�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�VWDWHOHVV��,Q�WKLV�ZRUN��WKH�WHUP�LV�XVHG�LQ�D�KROLVWLF�VHQVH�
ZKHUH�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�LV�YLHZHG�DV�ERWK�DV�D�FDXVH�DQG�V\PSWRP�RI�PDUJLQDOLVDWLRQ��
)RU�D�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�SLFWXUH��VHH�9LFWRULD�5HGFOLIW��Stateless and Citizenship: 
Camps and the Creation of Political Space �5RXWOHGJH���������
��0�5DILTXO�,VODP7ې��KH�1DWLRQDOLW\�/DZ�DQG�3UDFWLFH�RI�%DQJODGHVKۑ�LQ�.R�

6ZDQ�6LN��HG���Nationality and International Law in Asian Perspective �0DUWLQXV�
1LMKRII��/RQGRQ�������������
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ۚ� 8UGX�VSHDNLQJ� %LKDULV�� D� VL]HDEOH� JURXS� XSURRWHG� VLQFH�
LQGHSHQGHQFH��IRU�GHFDGHV�WKH\�ODFNHG�IRUPDO�FLWL]HQVKLS�DQG�
FRQWLQXH�WR�VXਬHU�YDULRXV�IRUPV�RI�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�WR�WKLV�GD\��

ۚ��'DOLWV��DPRQJ�WKH�PRVW�H[FOXGHG�SRSXODWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��
WKRXJK�UHFRJQLVHG�DV�QDWLRQDOV�RI�%DQJODGHVK��WKH\�LQ�UHDOLW\�
DUH� R़HQ� YLFWLPV� RI� de facto� VWDWHOHVVQHVV� GXH� WR� H[WUHPH�
PDUJLQDOLVDWLRQ�DQG�OLPLWHG�DFFHVV�WR�EDVLF�ULJKWV��

ۚ� 5RKLQJ\D�� WKH� ZRUOGۑV� ODUJHVW� VWDWHOHVV� FRPPXQLW\�� DSDUW�
IURP�WKH�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�E\�LWV�RZQ�FLWL]HQV��
%DQJODGHVK� LV� QRZ� D� SODFH� RI� UHIXJH� IRU� DOPRVW� �� PLOOLRQ�
5RKLQJ\D��GLVSODFHG�E\�YLROHQFH�IURP�QHLJKERXULQJ�0\DQPDU�

(QFODYH� FRPPXQLWLHV�� VLWXDWHG� LQ� FRQWHVWHG� DUHDV� DORQJ� WKH�
%DQJODGHVK�,QGLD�ERUGHU�� DUH� DOVR�DW� D�KLJK� ULVN�RI� VWDWHOHVVQHVV��
:KLOH� WKH� SURIRXQG� GLਯFXOWLHV� H[SHULHQFHG� E\� WKHVH� JURXSV�
KDYH�OHVVHQHG�WR�VRPH�GHJUHH�VLQFH�WKH������DJUHHPHQW�EURNHUHG�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�FRXQWULHV��LW�UHPDLQV�WR�EH�VHHQ�KRZ�WKHLU�QHZO\�
DिDLQHG�VWDWXV�DV�UHVLGHQWV�RI�,QGLD�RU�%DQJODGHVK�ZLOO�EH�UHVROYHG��
ौHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�QRW�FRYHUHG�LQ�GHWDLO�KHUH�WKRXJK�
ौLV�VWXG\�GHYHORSV�D�TXDOLWDWLYH�SURਭOH�RI�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�DPRQJ�

WKHVH�WKUHH�JURXSV��GUDZLQJ�RQ�D�UDQJH�RI�SULPDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�
VRXUFHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� RਯFLDO� UHSRUWV�� SULYDWH� WHVWLPRQ\�� SXEOLVKHG�
DQG�XQSXEOLVKHG�UHVHDUFK��VHPLQDU�SDSHUV��DUWLFOHV��SUHVHQWDWLRQV��
digital content on social media, and mainstream media outlets. 
,W�DLPV�WR�LGHQWLI\�WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�HDFK�JURXS�LV� LQ�D�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�
VWDWHOHVVQHVV��DVVHVV�WKH�VFDOH�RI�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH\�IDFH�DQG�RਬHU�
a series of targeted recommendations to address these issues. 

8UGX�6SHDNLQJ�%DQJODGHVKLV��%LKDULV�

%DࡨJURXQG
7KH� 8UGX�VSHDNLQJ� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� %DQJODGHVK� FRPSULVH� D�
OLQJXLVWLF� PLQRULW\�� SRSXODUO\� NQRZQ� DV� ��ۑLKDUL%ې WKRXJK�
QRW�DOO�8UGX�VSHDNLQJ� LQGLYLGXDOV�EHORQJ� WR� WKLV�JURXS��7KLV�
FRPPXQLW\� HPLJUDWHG� IURP� %LKDU� DQG� RWKHU� SDUWV� RI� ,QGLD�
GXULQJ�DQG�DIWHU�WKH�SDUWLWLRQ�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�VXEFRQWLQHQW�LQ������

��&RPPLWWHH�$JDLQVW�7RUWXUH��Initial report submitted by Bangladesh under 
article 19 of the Convention��-XO\�����������S�����
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DQG�VXIIHUHG�GHFDGHV�RI�H[FOXVLRQ�IROORZLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQFH��GXH�
LQ�SDUW�WR�WKHLU�SHUFHLYHG�VXSSRUW�RI�3DNLVWDQ�LQ������GXULQJ�
WKH� MXQWDۑV� EUXWDO� PLOLWDU\� FDPSDLJQ� DJDLQVW� WKH� %HQJDOL�
SRSXODWLRQ�� ,Q� WKH� DIWHUPDWK� RI� %DQJODGHVKL� LQGHSHQGHQFH��
WKH\� ZHUH� GLVSODFHG� en masse� LQWR� FDPSV� DFURVV� %DQJODGHVK��
:LGHO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV� �����������DQ�HVWLPDWHGۑVWUDQGHG�3DNLVWDQLVې
KDG�UHVHिOHG� LQ�3DNLVWDQ�E\��������+RZHYHU��3DNLVWDQ�HYHQWXDOO\�
UHIXVHG� WR� ZHOFRPH� DQ\� IXUWKHU� DUULYDOV�� OHDYLQJ� D� SRSXODWLRQ�
RI� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� �������� 8UGX�VSHDNHUV� VWDWHOHVV� LQ� ���� FDPSV�
DFURVV�%DQJODGHVK�XQWLO� D� 6XSUHPH�&RXUW� RUGHU� LQ� ����� JUDQWHG�
FLWL]HQVKLS�WR�WKH�8UGX�VSHDNLQJ�%LKDULV�ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�D़HU�WKH�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�RI�%DQJODGHVK��+RZHYHU��WKH�OHJDF\�RI�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�WKLV�GD\��UHਮHFWHG�LQ�WKHLU�VHFRQGDU\�VRFLDO��HFRQRPLF�
DQG�SROLWLFDO�VWDWXV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��

�H�6WUXJJOH�IRU�&LWL]HQVKLSࡳ
6LQFH� ������ WKH� SRVW�LQGHSHQGHQFH� JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� 8UGX�VSHDNHUV�
KDYH�DGYRFDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�
IRU�WKHLU�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DV�FLWL]HQV�RI�%DQJODGHVK��,Q�������EHIRUH�WKH�
QDWLRQDO�HOHFWLRQ��WKH\�DिHPSWHG�WR�VXEPLW�D�PHPRUDQGXP�WR�WKH�
%DQJODGHVK� (OHFWLRQ� &RPPLVVLRQ� WR� LQFOXGH� WKHP� LQ� WKH� YRWHUVۑ�
OLVW�EXW�WKLV�ZDV�UHMHFWHG��$�ZULW�SHWLWLRQ�ZDV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�ਭOHG�E\�
���\RXQJ�8UGX�VSHDNHUV�VHHNLQJ�FLWL]HQVKLS���DQG�LQ�0D\������WKH�
6XSUHPH�&RXUW�GHOLYHUHG�D� MXGJPHQW� LQ� WKHLU� IDYRXU��ौRXJK� WKLV�
DSSOLHG�RQO\� WR� WKH� DSSOLFDQWV� DQG�QRW� WKH�ZLGHU� FRPPXQLW\�� WKH�
UXOLQJ�UHSUHVHQWHG�D�PDMRU�PLOHVWRQH�LQ�WKHLU�VWUXJJOH�IRU�UHFRJQLWLRQ�
ौLV�ZDV�IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�EUHDNWKURXJK�LQ������ZKHQ�WKH�

6XSUHPH�&RXUW�DJDLQ�UXOHG�LQ�IDYRXU�RI�D�ZULW�SHWLWLRQ�ODXQFKHG�E\�
PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��ौH�MXGJPHQW�IRXQG�WKDW�PHPEHUV�RI�
WKH�8UGX�VSHDNLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�ZHUH�QDWLRQDOV�RI�%DQJODGHVK��
LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� LWV� ODZV�� DQG� GLUHFWHG� WKH� (OHFWLRQ�
&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�UHJLVWHU�WKHP�DV�YRWHUV�DV�ZHOO�DV�SURYLGH�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�,GHQWLW\�&DUG�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�IXUWKHU�GHOD\��

�\RUOG�'LUHFWRU\�RI�0LQRULWLHV�DQG�,QGLJHQRXV�3HRSOHV��0LQRULW:��ۑLKDULV%ې��
5LJKWV�*URXS�,QWHUQDWLRQDO��KWWSV���PLQRULW\ULJKWV�RUJ�PLQRULWLHV�ELKDULV.
��,ELG��
��$ELG�.KDQ�DQG�RWKHUV�Y��*RYHUQPHQW�RI�%DQJODGHVK�DQG�RWKHUV�b:ULW�3HWLWLRQ�

1R�������RI������b%DQJODGHVK��6XSUHPH�&RXUW�b��0DUFK������
��0G��6DGDTDW�.KDQ��)DNNX��DQG�2WKHUV�Y��&KLHI�(OHFWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQHU��
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3XUVXDQW� WR� H[LVWLQJ�GRPHVWLF� OHJLVODWLRQ��PHPEHUV� RI� WKH�
8UGX�VSHDNLQJ� FRPPXQLW\� FDQ� QRZ� DSSO\� IRU� D� 1DWLRQDO�
,GHQWLW\�&DUG�DW�DQ\�WLPH��OLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�%DQJODGHVKL�FLWL]HQ��
)DLOXUH�WR�DSSO\�IRU�D�1DWLRQDO�,GHQWLW\�&DUG�GRHV�QRW�SUHFOXGH�
WKH� DSSOLFDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 6XSUHPH� &RXUW� UXOLQJ�� QRU� HQWDLO� WKH�
ORVV�RI�FLWL]HQVKLS�RU�DVVRFLDWHG�ULJKWV�

&RQWLQXHG�/HJDO�%DUULHUV�DZ/�ࡧH�&LWL]HQVKLS�'UDࡳ�
,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�0D\������6XSUHPH�&RXUW�GHFLVLRQ�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�
LPSOHPHQWLQJ�PHDVXUHV� WDNHQ� E\� WKH�%DQJODGHVKL� JRYHUQPHQW��
WKH� 8UGX�VSHDNLQJ� FRPPXQLW\� FDQ� QR� ORQJHU� EH� YLHZHG� DV�
VWDWHOHVV�� DV� WKH\�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG� WR�EH�QDWLRQDOV�RI�%DQJODGHVK��
+RZHYHU�� WKH� UHFHQW� GUD़� &LWL]HQVKLS� %LOO� KDV� DJDLQ� SXW� WKLV�
FRPPXQLW\� DW� ULVN� RI� VWDWHOHVVQHVV� WKURXJK� D� QXPEHU� RI�
controversial provisions.
,Q�)HEUXDU\�������WKH�&DELQHW�RI�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�%DQJODGHVK�

DSSURYHG�WKH�GUD़�WH[W�RI�WKH�&LWL]HQVKLS�%LOO�������ZLWK�QR�SXEOLF�
FRQVXOWDWLRQV�DURXQG�WKH�FRQWHQW�SULRU�WR�LWV�EHLQJ�SODFHG�EHIRUH�
WKH� &DELQHW�� 2QH� FRQWURYHUVLDO� SURYLVLRQ�� 6HFWLRQ� ��� UXQV� DV�
IROORZV�� �1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�FRQWDLQHGې LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�$FW��
OHJDO�LQVWUXPHQW��MXGJPHQW��GHFUHH�HWF��WKH�SURYLVLRQV�RI�WKLV�$FW�
ZLOO�SUHYDLOۑ��$SDUW�IURP�SRWHQWLDOO\�XQGHUPLQLQJ�WKH�VXSUHPDF\�
RI� WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�� WKLV� VHFWLRQ�FRXOG�RYHUULGH� WKH�6XSUHPH�

Bangladesh Election Commission��:ULW�3HWLWLRQ�1R��������RI�������%DQJODGHVK��
6XSUHPH�&RXUW�����0D\�������

 The case law that broke the ice

/Ŷ� ϮϬϬϯ͕� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ� ǁƌŝƚ� ƉĞƟƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� �ďŝĚ� <ŚĂŶ� ĂŶĚ� KƚŚĞƌƐ� ǀƐ͘�
'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ĂŶŐůĂĚĞƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�KƚŚĞƌƐ� ΀ϮϬϬϯϬ�ϱϱ��>Z� ;,��Ϳ�ϯϭϴ΁͕� ƚŚĞ�
^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ� �ŽƵƌƚ� ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚ� Ă� ŐƌŽƵŶĚͲďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ� ũƵĚŐŵĞŶƚ� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚĞ� hƌĚƵͲ
ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘�ZƵůŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� ĨĂǀŽƵƌ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ͕� Ă� ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŽĨ�ϭϬ�
hƌĚƵͲƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕�ĞŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŽŵ�ǁĞƌĞ�ďŽƌŶ�ĂŌĞƌ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͕�ŝƚ�
ƌƵůĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ�ǁĞƌĞ��ĂŶŐůĂĚĞƐŚŝ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂůƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�
�Đƚ�ϭϵϱϭ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĂŶŐůĂĚĞƐŚ��ŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�;dĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶƐͿ�KƌĚĞƌ�ŽĨ�
ϭϵϳϮ͘��ŝƌĞĐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂƐ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�^ƵƉƌĞŵĞ�
�ŽƵƌƚ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂŵƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƩůĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂĚ�ŶŽƚ�
͚ĂƩĂŝŶĞĚ�ĂŶǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ƐŽ�ĂƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĞǆĐůƵĚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ůĂǁƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂŶĚ͕͛ �ĂŶĚ�ŚĞŶĐĞ�͚ŵĞƌĞ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞ͛�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂŵƉƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞĞŵĞĚ�ĂƐ�ĂůůĞŐŝĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͘
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&RXUW�MXGJPHQW�SDVVHG�LQ�������FRQIHUULQJ�FLWL]HQVKLS�WR�WKH�
8UGX�VSHDNLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�
6LPLODUO\��6HFWLRQ�������D��RI� WKH�%LOO�VWDWHV�WKDW� �FLWL]HQVKLS�RIې

SHUVRQV�ZKR�REWDLQHG�%DQJODGHVKL�FLWL]HQVKLS�XQGHU�WKH�UHSHDOHG�
$FWV� VKDOO� SUHYDLO�� VXEMHFW� WR� FRQVLVWHQF\� ZLWK� WKH� SURYLVLRQV�
RI� WKLV� $FWۑ�� 6XFK� D� SURYLVLRQ�� VHHNLQJ� WR� RYHUULGH� RU� QHJDWH� D�
MXGJPHQW� RU� GHFUHH�� DSSHDUV� LQFRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK� WKH� SULQFLSOHV� RI�
FRQVWLWXWLRQDO� GHPRFUDF\��ZKHUH� WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ� LV� UHJDUGHG� DV�
VRYHUHLJQ��DQG�WKH�MXGLFLDU\�LV�HPSRZHUHG�WR�LQWHUSUHW�DQG�HQIRUFH�
WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�
$V� D� VLJQDWRU\� WR� WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ� RQ� WKH�5LJKWV� RI� WKH�&KLOG�

�&5&��� WKH�%DQJODGHVKL�JRYHUQPHQW� LV�UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU�SURWHFWLQJ�
WKH�ULJKWV�RI�HYHU\�FKLOG��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�D�QDWLRQDOLW\��ौH�
FXUUHQW�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�%LOO�YLRODWHV�WKHVH�REOLJDWLRQV�LQ�D�QXPEHU�
RI�LWV�SURYLVLRQV��IRU�H[DPSOH��E\�DUELWUDULO\�VWULSSLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�
RI�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��6HFWLRQ��>�@E���SXQLWLYHO\�UHVWULFWLQJ�
D�FKLOGۑV�ULJKW�WR�QDWLRQDOLW\�GXH�WR�D�ODFN�RI�ELUWK�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�RU�
FHUWLਭFDWLRQ� �6HFWLRQ� �>�@��� DQG� HYHQ� WKUHDWHQLQJ� WR� UHVWULFW� WKH�
QDWLRQDOLW\�RI�D�FKLOG�LI�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�RU�JUDQGSDUHQWV�DUH�GHHPHG�
WR�EH�KRVWLOH�WR�WKH�VWDWH��6HFWLRQ������

7KH� GUDIW� OHJLVODWLRQ� HYHQ� HQYLVDJHV� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW�
FLWL]HQV� FRXOG� ORVH� WKHLU� ULJKW� WR� QDWLRQDOLW\� LI� RQH� RI� WKHLU�
SDUHQWV�LV�DQې�DOLHQ�HQHP\ې��ۑGHQLHV�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�%DQJODGHVKۑ�
RU� LV� �HQJDJHGې LQ� DQ\� DFWLYLW\� DJDLQVW� %DQJODGHVKیۑDOO�
DPELJXRXV�SURYLVLRQV�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�RSHQ�WR�D�EURDG�PDUJLQ�RI�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��6HFWLRQ����HYHQ�JUDQWV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WKH�ULJKW�
WR� VWULS� QDWXUDOLVHG�%DQJODGHVKL� FLWL]HQV� RI� WKHLU� QDWLRQDOLW\�
LI� WKH\� H[SUHVV� �ODFNې RI� DOOHJLDQFH� WRZDUGV� WKH� VRYHUHLJQW\�
RI� %DQJODGHVK� RU� WKH� &RQVWLWXWLRQ� RI� %DQJODGHVK� WKURXJK�
DQ\� DFWLRQ� RU� EHKDYLRXUیۑDQ� HTXDOO\� YDJXH� VWLSXODWLRQ� WKDW�
FRXOG� HQDEOH� DUELWUDU\� UHPRYDO� RI� FLWL]HQVKLS��� ,Q� D� FRQWH[W�
RI� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�� 8UGX�VSHDNHUV� DUH� OLNHO\� WR� EH� HVSHFLDOO\�
DIIHFWHG�� WKHUH� KDYH� EHHQ� UHSRUWV� RI� FLWL]HQVKLS� DSSOLFDWLRQV�
EHLQJ�VWDOOHG�GXH�WR�ODFN�RI�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�VXFK�DV�HOHFWULFLW\�

��&RDOLWLRQ�RI�,QGLYLGXDO�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�'HIHQGHUV�%DQJODGHVK��Bangladesh—
Civil Society Report on the Implementation of the ICCPR (Replies to the List of Issues 
&&35�&�%*'�4������)HEUXDU\����������S�����
��,ELG��
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ELOOV�� XQDYDLODEOH� WR� PRVW� %LKDUL� KRXVHKROGV�� DQG� LQWHUQDO�
PHPRV�HQFRXUDJLQJ�RIILFLDOV�QRW�WR�LVVXH�SDSHUZRUN�WRې�QRQ�
%HQJDOLVۑ���

�H�'DOLW�3RSXODWLRQࢌ

%DࡨJURXQG
&DVWH�� DQG� GHVFHQW�EDVHG� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� LQ� %DQJODGHVK� LV� D�
FRPSOH[��PXOWLIDFHWHG� LVVXH�DV� �LWې UHVXOWV� IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�R़HQ�
RYHUODSSLQJ� IDFWRUV�� LQFOXGLQJ� FDVWH�� UHOLJLRQ�� SODFH� RI� ELUWK� RU�
IDPLOLHV�GHVFHQGDQWVۑ� SODFH� RI� ELUWK� DQG� RFFXSDWLRQ11ۑ�� ौRXJK�
WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�FDVWH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�%DQJODGHVK�LV�FRQFHDOHG�E\�
VLOHQFH�� HYHQ� RXWULJKW� GHQLDO�� WKH� 'DOLW� FRPPXQLW\� H[SHULHQFHV�
multiple forms of social, political and economic discrimination. 
ौHLU� SUHGLFDPHQW�� HQDEOHG� E\� WKH� WDFLW� DFFHSWDQFH� RI� WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�� LV� LQ�YLRODWLRQ�RI�%DQJODGHVKۑV� IXQGDPHQWDO�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�REOLJDWLRQV��ौRXJK� WKH\�DUH� UHFRJQLVHG�DV�FLWL]HQV�RI� WKH�
FRXQWU\�� WKHLU�FRQWLQXHG�VWLJPDWLVDWLRQ�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI�WKHLU�FDVWH�
DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�LGHQWLW\�FDQ�OHDYH�WKHP�LQ�D�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�de facto 
statelessness.
:KLOH� UHODWLYHO\� OLिOH� UHVHDUFK� KDV� EHHQ� FRQGXFWHG� RQ� WKH�

FRPPXQLW\�� VWXGLHV� VXJJHVW� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� EHWZHHQ� ���� DQG�
���� PLOOLRQ� 'DOLWV� DQG� PHPEHUV� RI� VLPLODUO\� H[FOXGHG� JURXSV�
LQ� %DQJODGHVK�� DPRXQWLQJ� WR� EHWZHHQ� �� DQG� �� SHU� FHQW� RI� WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� ZKLOH� WKH� ����� &HQVXV� FRXOG� KDYH�
EHHQ� XVHG� WR� JDWKHU� PXFK�PRUH� GHWDLOHG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ� WKHLU�
VLWXDWLRQ�� WKHVH� FDWHJRULHV� ZHUH� QRW� LQFOXGHG�� ौH� DEVHQFH� RI�
UHOLDEOH�DQG�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�GDWD�LV�D�PDMRU�IDFWRU�LQ�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�
EDUULHUV�'DOLWV�IDFH�LQ�JDLQLQJ�SROLWLFDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��DFFHVVLQJ�
SXEOLF� VHUYLFHV� DQG� VHFXULQJ�HPSOR\PHQW�� ,Q�PDQ\�FDVHV�� WKHLU�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� LV�XQGHUSLQQHG�E\� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�PDQ\�EHORQJ� WR�
UHOLJLRXV�PLQRULWLHV��'DOLWV�DQG�RWKHU�PDUJLQDOLVHG�JURXSV�KDYH�
EHHQ�HVWLPDWHG�WR�FRPSULVH�DV�PXFK�DV����SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH�+LQGX�
SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�%DQJODGHVK��IRU�LQVWDQFH���

���.KDOLG�+XVVDLQې��%LKDULV��2Q�EHFRPLQJ�FLWL]HQV�RI�%DQJODGHVK86&2(��ۑ, 
0DUFK�������YROXPH�����$VLD�3DFLILF�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�,QIRUPDWLRQ�&HQWUH��
���0D]KDUXO�,VODP�DQG�$OWDI�3DUYH]��Dalit Initiatives in Bangladesh��,'61��

2FWREHU�������S�����
���,ELG��
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8QWRXࡩDELOLW\�
ौH�SHUVLVWHQFH�RIې�XQWRXFKDELOLW\ۑ�LQ�%DQJODGHVK�DਬHFWV�'DOLWV�LQ�
DOPRVW�HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI�WKHLU�SULYDWH�DQG�SXEOLF�OLYHV�GXH�WR�ZKLFK�
WKH�PDMRULW\�ODFN�DFFHVV�WR�HGXFDWLRQ��KHDOWK�FDUH�DQG�RWKHU�EDVLF�
DPHQLWLHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�GHFHQW�HPSOR\PHQW��SURSHUW\��ODQG�RU�SROLWLFDO�
RਯFH��ौH\�DUH�DOVR�R़HQ�GHQLHG�DFFHVV�WR�SXEOLF�SODFHV�VXFK�DV�
KRWHOV��UHVWDXUDQWV��KDLUGUHVVHUV��WHPSOHV�DQG�PDUNHWV�RQ�DFFRXQW�
RI�WKHLU�LGHQWLW\�
$़HU�D�ORQJ�VWUXJJOH�E\�'DOLW�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RUJDQLVDWLRQV��

WKH� /DZ� &RPPLVVLRQ� RI� %DQJODGHVK� GUD़HG� WKH� ����� $QWL�
'LVFULPLQDWLRQ� %LOO� DQG� VXEPLिHG� LW� WR� WKH� 0LQLVWU\� RI� /DZ��
+RZHYHU��WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�VORZ�WR�UHVSRQG�DQG�D़HU�WKUHH�
\HDUV�WKH\�UHWXUQHG�LW�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RPPLVVLRQ�
IRU�UHYLVLRQV�LQ�������,Q�$SULO�������1+5&�UHVXEPLिHG�D�UHYLVHG�
YHUVLRQ�WR�WKH�0LQLVWU\�EXW�KDV�\HW�WR�UHFHLYH�D�UHVSRQVH��

/DQG�DQG�+RXVLQJ��'DOLWV�RQ�WKH�0DUJLQV
,Q�������WZR�\RXQJ�'DOLW�PHQ�IURP�D�IDPLO\�RI�WHD�ODERXUHUV�LQ�
0DXODYLE]DU�GLVWULFW�RI�%DQJODGHVK�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�IRU�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�
RI� SROLFH� FRQVWDEOHV�� 'XULQJ� YHULਭFDWLRQ� RI� WKHLU� FLWL]HQVKLS��
KRZHYHU�� WKH� LQYHVWLJDWRU� UHSRUWHG� WKDW� EHFDXVH� WKH\� KDG� QR�
SHUPDQHQW�UHVLGHQFH�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�HOLJLEOH�IRU�D�JRYHUQPHQW�MRE�
DQG�VR�ZHUH�GLVTXDOLਭHG�IURP�WKH�ਭQDO� OLVW�� ,W�ZDV�D�IUXVWUDWLQJ�
H[SHULHQFH�IRU�WKH�GXR�VLQFH�WKH\�ZHUH�GHSULYHG�RI�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
RI� SXEOLF� HPSOR\PHQW�� GHVSLWH� EHLQJ� FLWL]HQV� RI� %DQJODGHVK��
ौHLU� WUHDWPHQW� LOOXVWUDWHV� KRZ� 'DOLWV�� ZKLOH� QRW� IRUPDOO\�
VWDWHOHVV�� FDQ�VWLOO� H[SHULHQFH�PDQ\�RI� WKH� VDPH�FKDOOHQJHV�GXH�
WR�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��7HD�ODERXUHUV�LQ�%DQJODGHVK�PDLQO\�OLYH�DW�WKH�
PHUF\�RI�WKH�WHD�FRPSDQLHV�WKDW�HPSOR\�WKHP��(YHU\WKLQJیWKHLU�
HPSOR\PHQW��HGXFDWLRQ��KHDOWK�FDUH��KRXVLQJیLV�WDNHQ�FDUH�RI�E\�
WKH�FRPSDQLHV�DQG�WKH�VWDWH�SOD\V�YLUWXDOO\�QR�UROH��$V�WKH�ODUJHVW�
FRPPXQLW\�LQ�%DQJODGHVK�ZLWKRXW�ODQG�WLWOHV��WKH\�DUH�HVSHFLDOO\�
GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKHLU�HPSOR\HUV�DQG�DUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�DFFHVV�VHUYLFHV�
VXFK�DV�EDQN�ORDQV�
'DOLWV�H[SHULHQFH�VLPLODU�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�LQYLVLELOLW\�DQG�H[FOXVLRQ�

LQ�XUEDQ�DUHDV��ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�VZHHSLQJ�
URDGV��PDLQWDLQLQJ�GUDLQDJH�DQG�RWKHU�GLਯFXOW��SRRUO\�SDLG�ZRUN�
UHJDUGHG�DV�ORZO\�RU�XQFOHDQ��3XVKHG�WR�WKH�PDUJLQV�RI�WKH�FLWLHV��
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'DOLW�VHिOHPHQWV�KDYH�UHJXODUO\�EHHQ�XSURRWHG�E\�UHGHYHORSPHQW�
SURJUDPPHV� DQG� UHVHिOHG� LQ� UHPRWH� ORFDWLRQV� HOVHZKHUH��8UEDQ�
'DOLWV� KDYH� UHSRUWHG� WKDW� RQ� DYHUDJH� WKH\� KDYH� EHHQ� HYLFWHG� DW�
least twice from their colonies.6ې���RPHWLPHV�ZH�GRQۑW�NQRZ�LI�ZH�
DUH�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��ौH�JRYHUQPHQW�GULYHV�XV�DZD\�IURP�RXU�KRPHV�
ZKHQHYHU�WKH\�IHHO�OLNH�LW��ौLV�VRUW�RI�WKLQJ�GRHV�QRW�KDSSHQ�HYHQ�
WR�WKH�%LKDUL�FDPSV�RU�5RKLQJ\D��:H�DUH�FLWL]HQV�RI�WKLV�FRXQWU\�
EXW�DUH�IRUFHG�WR�ਮHH�IURP�RQH�FRORQ\�WR�DQRWKHUۑ��VDLG�RQH�'DOLW�
ZRPDQ��GHVFULELQJ�KHU�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�HYLFWLRQ���

ौH�KRXVLQJ�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�'DOLWV�KDV�EHFRPH�HYHQ�PRUH�SUHFDULRXV�
GXH�WR�WKH�ORVV�RI�WKHLU�WUDGLWLRQDO�HPSOR\PHQW�ZLWK�JRYHUQPHQW�
DJHQFLHV��PXQLFLSDOLWLHV��KRVSLWDOV�DQG�RWKHU�LQVWLWXWLRQV��W\SLFDOO\�
DV� FOHDQHUV�� DQG� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� SURYLGHG� E\� WKHVH� HPSOR\HUV��
,QFUHDVLQJO\�� VXFK� HPSOR\PHQW� LV� EHLQJ� RਬHUHG� WR� FRQWUDFWHG�
HPSOR\HHV� DQG� ODUJHU� QXPEHUV� RI� RWKHU� %DQJODGHVKLV� KDYH� DOVR�
EHJXQ� ZRUNLQJ� DV� FOHDQHUV� RU� VZHHSHUV�� PHDQLQJ� WKDW� PDQ\�
FRORQLHV�DUH�QRZ�RFFXSLHG�E\�D�JURZLQJ� VKDUH�RI�QRQ�'DOLWV�� ,Q�
WKLV� FRQWH[W�� VRPH� 'DOLWV� KDYH� EHHQ� IRUFHG� WR� ORRN� IRU� KRXVLQJ�
RXWVLGH� WKHLU� FRORQLHV��ZKHUH� WKH\�KDYH� VWUXJJOHG� WR�ਭQG� URRPV�
GXH�WR�WKHLU�OLPLWHG�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�FDVWH�EDUULHUV�
ौHLU� SOLJKW� LV� LOOXVWUDWHG� E\� WKH� UHVLGHQWV� RI� *DQDNWXO\� &LW\�

&RORQ\��WKH�ELJJHVW�'DOLW�FRORQ\�RI�'KDND��ZKLFK�ZDV�GHPROLVKHG�
IRU�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�-XQH�������0DQ\�GLVSODFHG�IDPLOLHV�VWUXJJOHG�
WR�UHQW�KRXVHV�LQ�VOXPV�RU�VHिOHPHQWV�QHDUE\��ZLWK�VRPH�IDPLOLHV�
IRUFHG� WR� WDNH� VKHOWHU� LQ� WKH� FRORQ\ۑV� FRPPXQLW\� FHQWUH��� 
)XUWKHUPRUH�� WKRVH�ZKR� DUH� QRW� HPSOR\HHV� RI� WKH�'KDND� 6RXWK�
&LW\�&RUSRUDWLRQ�IHDU�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�DFFHVV�KRXVLQJ�
LQ�WKH�QHZO\�FRQVWUXFWHG�FRORQ\�RQFH�LW� LV�FRPSOHWHG��:KDW�ZLOO�
KDSSHQ�WR�WKHP�WKHQ��LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�SUHGLFW��

���,QWHUYLHZ��%KHPSDOOL�'DYLG�5DMX��DQ�DFWLYLVW�RI�%DQJODGHVK�'DOLW�+XPDQ�
5LJKWV��%'+5��RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
���:RPHQ�RI�*DQDNWXOL�&RORQ\�GXULQJ�D�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�'DOLW�ZRPHQ�LQ�

2FWREHU������
���,QWHUYLHZ��0RQL�5DQL�'DV��3UHVLGHQW��%DQJODGHVK�'DOLW�DQG�([FOXGHG�5LJKWV�

0RYHPHQW��%'(50���
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�H�5RKLQJ\Dࢌ

%DࡨJURXQG
ौH� 5RKLQJ\D� FRPPXQLW\�� WKH� ODUJHVW� VWDWHOHVV� JURXS� LQ� WKH�
ZRUOG�� KDV�ਮHG� IURP� WKHLU� QDWLYH� FRXQWU\��0\DQPDU�� LQ� WKH� IDFH�
RI�V\VWHPDWLF�SHUVHFXWLRQ�DQG�DEXVH��)RU�PRUH�WKDQ�ਭYH�GHFDGHV��
WKH\�KDYH�PLJUDWHG�WR�QHLJKERXULQJ�FRXQWULHV�VXFK�DV�%DQJODGHVK��
,QGLD��ौDLODQG�DQG�0DOD\VLD�WR�HVFDSH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�HYHU\�DUHD�
RI�WKHLU�OLYHV��%DQJODGHVK�QRZ�KRXVHV�DURXQG�D�PLOOLRQ�5RKLQJ\D��� 
LQFOXGLQJ�PRUH� WKDQ� �������� IRUFLEO\�GLVSODFHG� IURP�0\DQPDUۑV�
5DNKLQH� VWDWH� VLQFH�$XJXVW� ��������ZKHQ� WKH�PLOLWDU\� LQLWLDWHG� D�
QHZ�ZDYH�RI�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��ौH�81�KDV�VWDWHG�
that these crimes amount to genocide and launched genocide 
SURFHHGLQJV�DJDLQVW�0\DQPDU�

H�5RDG�WR�6WDWHOHVVQHVVࡳ
ौH� WHUP� �ۑ5RKLQJ\Dې ZDV� RULJLQDOO\� GHULYHG� IURP� ��ۑ5RKDQJې WKH�
DQFLHQW�QDPH�RI�WKH�WHUULWRU\�WKDW�LV�QRZ�5DNKLQH�VWDWH��ZLWK�WKHLU�
SUHVHQFH�GDWLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\��ौHLU�QXPEHUV�H[SDQGHG�
IXUWKHU�GXH�WR�ODERXU�PLJUDWLRQ�IURP�%HQJDO�EHIRUH�DQG�GXULQJ�WKH�
%ULWLVK�FRORQLDO�HUD��ौH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�5RKLQJ\D�DUH�0XVOLP�
ौH� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� 5DNKLQH� VWDWH� ZDV� VXEMHFWHG� WR� WDUJHWHG�

YLROHQFH� E\� 5DNKLQH� %XGGKLVWV� LQ� ������ GXULQJ� :RUOG� :DU�
7ZR�� ZKHQ� -DSDQHVH� WURRSV� LQYDGHG� 0\DQPDU�� )ROORZLQJ�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�HQDFWHG� WKH�5HVLGHQWV�RI�%XUPD�
5HJLVWUDWLRQ� $FW� LQ� ������ LVVXLQJ� D� 1DWLRQDO� 5HJLVWUDWLRQ� &DUG�
�15&��WR�HYHU\�UHVLGHQW�DV�D�SURRI�RI�QDWLRQDOLW\��+RZHYHU��D़HU�
WKH�PLOLWDU\� MXQWD� FDPH� WR� SRZHU� LQ� ������ WKH\� UXOHG� WKDW� WKLV�
FHUWLਭFDWH� DORQH� ZRXOG� QRW� EH� FRQFOXVLYH� SURRI� RI� FLWL]HQVKLS��
)URP� ������ WKH�PLOLWDU\� UHJLPH� GLG� QRW� LVVXH� DQ\� IXUWKHU�15&�
FDUGV�WR�5RKLQJ\D��DQG�LQ������WKH\�VHL]HG�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�15&V�
IURP� 5RKLQJ\D� ZLWKRXW� DQ\� OHJDO� MXVWLਭFDWLRQ���� ौLV� ZDV� WKH�

���&RPPLWWHH�$JDLQVW�7RUWXUH��Initial report submitted by Bangladesh under 
article 19 of the Convention��-XO\�����������S�����
���������5��DFFHVVHG�2FWREHU&+�81ۑ�\5RKLQJ\D�(PHUJHQFې�����KWWSV���ZZZ�

XQKFU�RUJ�URKLQJ\D�HPHUJHQF\�KWPO�
���(TXDO�5LJKWV�7UXVW�DQG�7KH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�DQG�3HDFH�6WXGLHV��

(TXDO�RQO\�LQ�QDPH��7KH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�RI�6WDWHOHVV�5RKLQJ\D�LQ�0DOD\VLD��London, 
6WURPD�/WG����������DFFHVVHG�2FWREHU�����������KWWSV���ZZZ�HTXDOULJKWVWUXVW�



South Asia State of Minorities Report 2019

��

EHJLQQLQJ�RI�D�OHQJWK\�VWDWH�OHG�SURFHVV�RI�GHQDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ�WKDW�
culminated in mass statelessness.
,Q� ������ D� QHZ� FLWL]HQVKLS� ODZ� HQDFWHG� E\� WKH� PLOLWDU\�

JRYHUQPHQW�FODVVLਭHG�FLWL]HQV�DVې�IXOOې��ۑDVVRFLDWHۑ�DQGې�QDWXUDOLVHGۑ��
WKH�ਭUVW�JURXS�LQFOXGHG�VRPH�����QDWLRQDO�UDFHV��ZLWK�WKH�5RKLQJ\D�
V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�H[FOXGHG�� ,Q������� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW� LQWURGXFHG� WKH�
&LWL]HQ�9HULਭFDWLRQ��1DWLRQDO�9HULਭFDWLRQ�&DUG19ی&��LQ�5DNKLQH�
6WDWH��EDVHG�RQ� WKH������&LWL]HQVKLS�/DZ��UHTXLULQJ�5RKLQJ\D� WR�
VHOI�LGHQWLI\� DV� %HQJDOL� WR� DSSO\�� 0RVW� RI� WKH� 5RKLQJ\D� SHRSOH�
UHMHFWHG�WKH�19&��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
ZDV�WR�TXDUDQWLQH�DQG�GHSRUW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�UHIXVHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�RU�
IDLOHG�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�UHTXLUHG�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��,Q�������WKH�ULJKW�RI�
5RKLQJ\D�WR�YRWH�ZDV�WDNHQ�DZD\�E\�ZLWKGUDZLQJ�WKHLU�7HPSRUDU\�
5HVLGHQW�&DUG��75&��

�H�/HJDO�6WDWXV�RI�WKH�5RKLQJ\D�LQ�%DQJODGHVKࡳ

International Law
:KLOH� LW� LV�ZLGHO\� DFFHSWHG� WKDW� WKH� 5RKLQJ\D� DUH� VWDWHOHVV�� WKH�
current focus of the national and international response to the 
FULVLV� KDV� EHHQ� HPHUJHQF\� UHOLHI� DQG� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ� UDWKHU� WKDQ�
UHVROYLQJ�WKHLU�FLWL]HQVKLS�ULJKWV��<HW�WKLV�LV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�D�PDMRU�
EHDULQJ�RQ� WKHLU� IXWXUH�ZHOOEHLQJ�� SDUWLFXODUO\� IRU� FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�
LQ�WKH�FDPSV�ZKR�PD\�ਭQG�WKHPVHOYHV�GHSULYHG�RI�ULJKWV�LQ�ERWK�
0\DQPDU�DQG�%DQJODGHVK��
:KLOH� %DQJODGHVK� KDV� QRW� UDWLਭHG� WKH� ����� &RQYHQWLRQ�

5HODWLQJ� WR� WKH�6WDWXV�RI�5HIXJHHV�� LW� LV�SDUW\� WR�D�KRVW�RI�PDMRU�
81� WUHDWLHV�� FRQYHQWLRQ� DQG� FXVWRPDU\� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� ODZV�� ,Q�
OLJKW� RI� WKHVH� FRPPLWPHQWV�� %DQJODGHVK� KDV� DQ� REOLJDWLRQ� WR�
SURYLGH�VHFXULW\�DQG�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�5RKLQJ\D�GLVSODFHG�ZLWKLQ�
LWV�ERUGHUV��&XVWRPDU\�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ�LPSOLHV�DQ�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�
DOO� VWDWHV� WR� SURWHFW� DOO� SHUVRQV� LQ� WKHLU� WHUULWRU\� DQG� VXEMHFW� WR�
WKHLU�MXULVGLFWLRQ��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DUH�FLWL]HQV��VWDWHOHVV�
SHUVRQV�� DV\OXP�VHHNHUV� RU� UHIXJHHV���� ौXV�� %DQJODGHVK� KDV� WR�

RUJ�HUWGRFXPHQWEDQN�(TXDO���2QO\���LQ���1DPH�������0DOD\VLD�������
)XOO���5HSRUW�SGI.
���HJDO�,QIRUPDWLRQ�,QVWLWXWH��&RUQHOO/�ۑ�XVWRPDU\�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�/DZ&ې�

/DZ�6FKRRO��DFFHVVHG��-DQXDU\�����������ODZ�FRUQHOO�HGX�ZH[�FXVWRPDU\B
LQWHUQDWLRQDOBODZ��
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UHFRJQLVH�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�VWDWHOHVV�5RKLQJ\D�SHRSOH�DQG�HQVXUH�WKHLU�
SURWHFWLRQ�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� WKHLU� OHJDO� VWDWXV�� %HVLGHV� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
FXVWRPDU\� ODZV�� WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�FRUH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
REOLJDWLRQV�ZKLFK�DUH�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�
5RKLQJ\D��JLYLQJ�ULVH�WR�REOLJDWLRQV�ZKLFK�DSSO\�WR�%DQJODGHVK��

$ORQJ� ZLWK� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FXVWRPDU\� ODZV� DQG� 81� WUHDWLHV��
%DQJODGHVKۑV�FRQVWLWXWLRQ��ODZV�DQG�SROLFLHV�DOVR�KDYH�SURYLVLRQV�
WKDW� PD\� EH� DSSOLFDEOH� WR� VXSSRUWLQJ� WKH� VWDWHOHVV� 5RKLQJ\D�
SRSXODWLRQ��$UWLFOH� ��� RI� WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�%DQJODGHVK� DਯUPV�
UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��ौH�6WDWH�VKDOO�EDVHې�
its international relations on the principles of respect for national 
VRYHUHLJQW\�DQG�HTXDOLW\��QRQ�LQWHUIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�LQWHUQDO�DਬDLUV�RI�
RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��SHDFHIXO�VHिOHPHQW�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GLVSXWHV��DQG�
respect for international law and the principles enunciated in the 
8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�&KDUWHUۑ���

���*RYHUQPHQW�RI�WKH�3HRSOHۑV�5HSXEOLF�RI�%DQJODGHVK��The Constitution of the 
People’s Republic of Bangladesh��������$UWLFOH�����

ZĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�>ĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�WƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� 
Stateless Rohingya

dŚĞ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵŵĞŶƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ďǇ��ĂŶŐůĂĚĞƐŚΎ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶƐ�
ƚŽ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƌĞĨƵŐĞĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞůĞƐƐ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ͗

ͻ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů��ŽǀĞŶĂŶƚ�ŽŶ��ŝǀŝů�ĂŶĚ�WŽůŝƟĐĂů�ZŝŐŚƚƐ�;/��WZͿ
ͻ� /ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� �ŽǀĞŶĂŶƚ� ŽŶ� �ĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ͕� ^ŽĐŝĂů� ĂŶĚ� �ƵůƚƵƌĂů� ZŝŐŚƚƐ�

;/��^�ZͿ
ͻ��ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ��ůŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ůů�&ŽƌŵƐ�ŽĨ��ŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ��ŐĂŝŶƐƚ�

tŽŵĞŶ�;����tͿ
ͻ��ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ZŝŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�;�Z�Ϳ
ͻ� /ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� �ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� �ůŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� �ůů� &ŽƌŵƐ� ŽĨ� ZĂĐŝĂů�

�ŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�;/��Z�Ϳ
ͻ��ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ��ŐĂŝŶƐƚ�dŽƌƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�KƚŚĞƌ��ƌƵĞů͕�/ŶŚƵŵĂŶ�Žƌ��ĞŐƌĂĚŝŶŐ�

dƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�Žƌ�WƵŶŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�;��dͿ
ͻ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů��ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�WƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ZŝŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ��ůů�DŝŐƌĂŶƚ�

tŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�DĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�&ĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�;/�DtͿ
ͻ��ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ZŝŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ�WĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ��ŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ�;�ZW�Ϳ

Ύ� �ĂŶŐůĂĚĞƐŚ� ŚĂƐ� ƉůĂĐĞĚ� ƐĞǀĞƌĂů� ƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĚĞĐůĂƌĂƟŽŶƐ� ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵŵĞŶƚƐ͘��ĂŶŐůĂĚĞƐŚ�ŚĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĂƟĮĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�KƉƟŽŶĂů�WƌŽƚŽĐŽůƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�/��WZ͕�ƚŚĞ�
/��^�Z�Žƌ�ƚŚĞ���d͘ �/ƚ�ŚĂƐ͕�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƌĂƟĮĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�KƉƟŽŶĂů�WƌŽƚŽĐŽůƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�����t͕�
ƚŚĞ��ZW��ĂŶĚ�ƚǁŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�KƉƟŽŶĂů�WƌŽƚŽĐŽůƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��Z�
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National Law and Citizenship
%DQJODGHVK�KDV�ODUJHO\�IROORZHG�WKH�jus sanguinis principle when 
GHWHUPLQLQJ�FLWL]HQVKLS��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�FLWL]HQVKLS�LV�FRQWLQJHQW�RQ�
GHVFHQW��%DVHG�RQ�WKLV��WKH�FRXQWU\ۑV�FLWL]HQVKLS�ODZ�KDV�UHQGHUHG�
JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�5RKLQJ\D�OLYLQJ�LQ�%DQJODGHVK�HਬHFWLYHO\�VWDWHOHVV��
1DWLRQDOLW\� RU� FLWL]HQVKLS� LQ� %DQJODGHVK� LV� PDLQO\� UHJXODWHG�

E\� WKH�&LWL]HQVKLS�$FW� RI� ������ DQG� WKH�5XOHV� RI� ������ WKH� �����
&LWL]HQVKLS�2UGHU�DQG�5XOHV�RI�������1DWXUDOL]DWLRQ�$FW�RI������DQG�
WKH�5XOHV�RI�������ौHVH�ODZV�ZHUH�UHJXODULVHG�ZKHQ�%DQJODGHVK�
ZDV�VWLOO�UXOHG�E\�3DNLVWDQ��)ROORZLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQFH��WKH�&LWL]HQVKLS�
�7HPSRUDU\�3URYLVLRQV��2UGHU�RI� ���'HFHPEHU������ZDV�SDVVHG��
JUDQWLQJ�DQ\RQH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�LQGHSHQGHQFH�
ipso facto�FLWL]HQVKLS�RI�%DQJODGHVK��ौH�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�
WKH�SURFHVV�RI�HQDFWLQJ�D�QHZ�FLWL]HQVKLS�ODZ�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�UHSHDO�
WKH������$FW�DQG������2UGHU��ौH�GUD़�ODZ�ZDV�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�
&DELQHW�LQ�)HEUXDU\���������DQG�WKRXJK�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�QRW�\HW�
PDGH�WKH�ODZ�SXEOLF��MXULVWV�DQG�ULJKWV�DFWLYLVWV�DUH�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�
that the new law would result in increased statelessness, among 
RWKHU�QHJDWLYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV���

%DQJODGHVK�KDV�QRW�UDWLਭHG�WKH������5HIXJHH�&RQYHQWLRQ�RU�LWV�
�����3URWRFRO�� DQG� WKHUH� LV� QR� VSHFLਭF�GRPHVWLF� ODZ�RU�QDWLRQDO�
SROLF\�JRYHUQLQJ�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�UHIXJHHV�LQ�%DQJODGHVK��,Q�PRVW�
RI�WKH�FDVHV��UHIXJHHV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�IRUHLJQHUV�DQG�JRYHUQHG�E\�
WKH�SURYLVLRQV�RI� WKH�)RUHLJQHUV�$FW�RI�������6RPH�RWKHU�VLPLODU�
OHJLVODWLRQ� PD\� DOVR� EH� DSSOLFDEOH� LQ� WKLV� UHJDUG�� VXFK� DV� WKH�
5HJLVWUDWLRQ� RI� )RUHLJQHUV� $FW� ������ WKH� 3DVVSRUW� $FW� ������ WKH�
%DQJODGHVK� &LWL]HQVKLS� �7HPSRUDU\� 3URYLVLRQ�� 2UGHU� ������ WKH�
([WUDGLWLRQ�$FW������DQG�WKH�1DWXUDOLVDWLRQ�$FW�������� 
,Q�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�DQ\�OHJDO�RU�VSHFLDOLVHG�VWDWXWRU\�IUDPHZRUN�

IRU�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�UHIXJHHV��%DQJODGHVK�UHOLHV�RQ�WKHVH�DFWV�WR�
JRYHUQ�WKH�HQWU\��VWD\�DQG�H[LW�RI�IRUHLJQHUV�LQ�%DQJODGHVK��6HFWLRQ�

���5LGZDQXO�+RTXH��Report on Citizenship Law: Bangladesh���,WDO\��(XURSHDQ�
8QLYHUVLW\�,QVWLWXWH���������
 ,�Dhaka Tribuneۑ�1HZ�FLWL]HQVKLS�ELOO�FUHDWHV�VHFRQG�FODVV�FLWL]HQVې���

)HEUXDU\�����������DFFHVVHG��1RYHPEHU����������KWWSV���ZZZ�GKDNDWULEXQH�FRP�
EDQJODGHVK�ODZ�ULJKWV������������QHZ�FLWL]HQVKLS�ELOO�FUHDWHV�VHFRQG�FODVV�
FLWL]HQV��
���$VKUDIXO�$]DGې��)RUHLJQHUV�$FW�DQG�WKH�IUHHGRP�RI�PRYHPHQW�RI�WKH�

5RKLQJ\DV�LQ�%DQJODGHVKۑ��Griffith Journal of Law and Human Dignity�����QR�����
�������������
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��D��RI� WKH�)RUHLJQHU�$FW�GHਭQHV�D� IRUHLJQHU�DV�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR� LV�
QRW�D�FLWL]HQ�RI�%DQJODGHVK��WKXV�FRYHULQJ�DOO�UHIXJHHV�ZLWKLQ�LWV�
WHUULWRU\�DV�ZHOO��6HFWLRQ���RI�WKH�)RUHLJQHU�$FW������HPSRZHUV�WKH�
*RYHUQPHQW�WR�HQDFW�UXOHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�SURKLELWLRQ�RU�FRQWURO�RI�
WKH�HQWU\��VWD\�DQG�GHSDUWXUH�RI�IRUHLJQHUV�LQ�%DQJODGHVK��8QGHU�
WKH�$FW�� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�PD\� DOVR� UHTXLUH� D� IRUHLJQHU� WR� UHVLGH�
in a particular place, impose restrictions on their movement and 
SURKLELW�WKHP�IURP�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�VSHFLਭF�DFWLYLWLHV��ौH�)RUHLJQHUV�
$FW�DOVR�DXWKRULVHV�D�SROLFH�RਯFHU�WR�WDNH�VXFK�VWHSV�DQG�XVH�VXFK�
IRUFH�DV�PD\�LQ�KLV�RSLQLRQ��EH�UHDVRQDEO\�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VHFXULQJ�
compliance with the provisions of the Act.
ौH� RQO\� 5RKLQJ\D� LQ� %DQJODGHVK� ZKR� KDYH� VHFXUHG� RਯFLDO�

UHFRJQLWLRQ� DUH� WKRVH� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH� RਯFLDO� FDPSV�� 5HJLVWHUHG�
UHIXJHHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�FDPSV�W\SLFDOO\�SURYH�WKHLU�OHJDO�UHVLGHQF\�
WKURXJK�81+&5�SKRWR�LGHQWLW\�FDUGV��WKRXJK�WKHVH�FDUGV�GR�QRW�
JXDUDQWHH� LPPXQLW\� IURP� GHWHQWLRQ� RU� HQDEOH� WKH� FDUGKROGHUV�
WR� PRYH� IUHHO\�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKRVH� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH� FDPSV�� WKHUH�
DUH� ODUJH� QXPEHUV� RI� XQUHJLVWHUHG� 5RKLQJ\D� OLYLQJ� LQ� YLOODJHV�
DQG� WRZQV�DFURVV�%DQJODGHVK�ZKR�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ\� OHJDO� VWDWXV��
ौH� JRYHUQPHQW� W\SLFDOO\� FDWHJRULVHV� VXFK� SHUVRQV� DV� �LOOHJDOې
IRUHLJQHUVې��ۑLOOHJDO�%XUPHVHې��ۑXQGRFXPHQWHG�0\DQPDU�QDWLRQDOV�
���ۑHFRQRPLF�PLJUDQWVې���DQGۑ�801�

:KLOH� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� KDV� RYHUORRNHG� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI�PDQ\�
XQUHJLVWHUHG� 5RKLQJ\D� IRU� WKHLU� �LOOHJDOې HQWU\ۑ� LQWR� %DQJODGHVK��
VRPH�SHRSOH�KDYH�EHHQ�DUUHVWHG�DQG�VHQWHQFHG�XQGHU�WKH�)RUHLJQHUV�
Act.���0RUHRYHU��VRPH�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�UHOHDVHG�D़HU�KDYLQJ�VHUYHG�
WKH�IXOO�ਭYH�\HDU�WHUP��DV�WKH\�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�EH�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�
DXWKRULWLHV�RI�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�RI�QDWLRQDOLW\��$V�0\DQPDU�UHIXVHV�WR�
DFNQRZOHGJH�DQ\�5RKLQJ\D�DV�LWV�FLWL]HQV��5RKLQJ\D�PD\�UHPDLQ�
LQ�GHWHQWLRQ�ORQJ�D़HU�WKH�H[SLU\�RI�WKHLU�VHQWHQFH��ौLV�SUDFWLFH�
DPRXQWV� WR� DUELWUDU\� GHWHQWLRQ�� )XUWKHU�� LQGLYLGXDOV� SURVHFXWHG�
XQGHU� $UWLFOH� �� RI� WKH� )RUHLJQHUV� $FW� DUH� R़HQ� LPPHGLDWHO\�
UHDUUHVWHG�D़HU�WKHLU�UHOHDVH�RU�IRU�WKH�VDPH�RਬHQFH���

)RU� 5RKLQJ\D� FKLOGUHQ� ERUQ� LQ� %DQJODGHVK�� WKH� ULVN� RI�
VWDWHOHVVQHVV� UHPDLQV� KLJK�� %DQJODGHVK�� DV� D� VLJQDWRU\� RI� WKH�

���,ELG��SS����������
���,ELG��SS���������
���,ELG��S������
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&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�RI�WKH�&KLOG��&5&���LV�REOLJHG�WR�UHJLVWHU�
DOO�ELUWKVیD�GXW\�DਯUPHG� LQ� WKH�%LUWKV�DQG�'HDWKV�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�
$FW������ZKLFK�LV�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�HYHU\RQH�LQFOXGLQJې�DQ\�IRUHLJQHU�
OLYLQJ� LQ� %DQJODGHVK� DQG� DOVR� DQ\� UHIXJHH� WDNLQJ� VKHOWHU� LQ�
%DQJODGHVKۑ���� :KLOH� DOO� 5RKLQJ\D� FKLOGUHQ� ERUQ� LQ� %DQJODGHVK�
WKHUHIRUH�KDYH�WKH�OHJDO�ULJKW�WR�D�ELUWK�FHUWLਭFDWH��IRU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
RI�XQUHJLVWHUHG�5RKLQJ\D�OLYLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�FDPSV��WKLV�LV�VWLOO�QRW�
SRVVLEOH��ौLV�LQ�LQ�FOHDU�YLRODWLRQ�RI�%DQJODGHVKۑV�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�
LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�SURYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�&5&��$UWLFOH����
DQG�,&&35��$UWLFOH������ौH�H[FOXVLRQ�RI�PDQ\�5RKLQJ\D�FKLOGUHQ�
IURP�IRUPDO�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�HYLGHQFH�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�DQG�
KDV�SOD\HG�D�PDMRU�UROH�LQ�WKH�FULVLV�RI�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�WKDW�5RKLQJ\D�
LQ�%DQJODGHVK�IDFH�WRGD\���

+XPDQ�5LJKWV�DQG�6HFXULW\
8QVXUSULVLQJO\�� %DQJODGHVK� KDV� VWUXJJOHG� WR� FRSH� ZLWK� WKH�
VFDOH� RI� WKH� FULVLV� WKDW� KDV� XQIROGHG� VLQFH� ����� DQG� WKH� LQਮX[�
RI� ODUJH� QXPEHUV� RI� 5RKLQJ\D� UHIXJHHV� LQWR� WKH� FRXQWU\��
&RQVHTXHQWO\�� KXQGUHGV� RI� WKRXVDQGV� RI� 5RKLQJ\D� FRQWLQXH� WR�
IDFH�DFXWH�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�QHHGV��5HSRUWV�RI� LOOLFLW�
or unauthorised activities within and outside the camps have also 
UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�KHDY\�KDQGHG�DQG�DW�WLPHV�LQGLVFULPLQDWH�VHFXULW\�
UHVSRQVH�IURP�DXWKRULWLHV��ZLWK�IUHTXHQW�UHSRUWV�RI�H[WUDMXGLFLDO�
NLOOLQJV�E\�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�JURXSV���

5HJLVWHUHG�5RKLQJ\D� OLYLQJ� LQ�UHFRJQLVHG�FDPSV�DUH�DOVR�QRW�
SHUPLिHG� WR�PRYH� IUHHO\��/RFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�KDYH�HQIRUFHG� WLJKW�
UHVWULFWLRQV� RQ� 5RKLQJ\D� PRYHPHQW� LQ� 7HNQDU�� 8NKL\D� DQG�
RWKHU�DUHDV�RI�&R[ۑV�%D]DDU��WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�HYHQ�%DQJODGHVKL�
FLWL]HQV� KDYH� WR� FDUU\� QDWLRQDO� LGHQWLW\� FDUGV� LQ� WKHVH� DUHDV��
ौHVH� UHVWULFWLRQV� LPSDFW� KHDYLO\� RQ� HFRQRPLF� OLYHOLKRRGV�
DQG� HYHQ�� IRU� XQUHJLVWHUHG� UHIXJHHV�� WKH� DELOLW\� WR� DFFHVV� UHOLHI�
DVVLVWDQFH��5RKLQJ\D�ZRUNLQJ�LOOHJDOO\�IDFH�WKH�FRQVWDQW�WKUHDW�RI�

���%DQJODGHVK�1DWLRQDO�*RYHUQPHQW��The Births and Deaths Registration Act, 
2004��$FW�1R�����RI�������&KDSWHU����Q��
���$PDO�GH�&KLFNHUD6ې��WDWHOHVVQHVV�DQG�LGHQWLW\�LQ�WKH�5RKLQJ\D�UHIXJHH�

FULVLVۑ��+XPDQLWDULDQ�3UDFWLFH�1HWZRUN��2FWREHU������
���)RU�H[DPSOH��VHH�$PQHVW\�,QWHUQDWLRQDO6ې��WRS�H[WUDMXGLFLDO�H[HFXWLRQV�

RI�5RKLQJ\D�UHIXJHHV�DQG�HQG�UHVWULFWLRQV�WR�WKHLU�IUHHGRP�RI�PRYHPHQWۑ���
1RYHPEHU����������
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DUUHVW��OHDYLQJ�WKHP�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�H[SORLWDWLRQ�E\�HPSOR\HUV�DQG�
harassment.�� 
ौH� VLWXDWLRQ� KDV� ZRUVHQHG� VLQFH� WKH� JRYHUQPHQWۑV� IDLOHG�

DिHPSWV�LQ�$XJXVW������WR�UHSDWULDWH�VRPH�5RKLQJ\D�WR�0\DQPDU��
$XWKRULWLHV�UHVSRQGHG�WR�SURWHVWV�E\�5RKLQJ\D�ZLWK�D�FUDFNGRZQ�
RQ� 1*2� DFWLYLW\� DQG� WKH� LPSRVLWLRQ� RI� IXUWKHU� UHVWULFWLRQV� RQ�
PRELOH�SKRQH�VHUYLFHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FDPS����DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�SODQV�WR�
FUHDWH�D�EDUEHG�ZLUH�VHFXULW\�IHQFH�WR�FXUE�IUHH�PRYHPHQW��� 

Conclusion
ौLV� GLVFXVVLRQ� RQ� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ� RI� VWDWHOHVVQHVV� LQ� %DQJODGHVK�
UDLVHV�D�SOHWKRUD�RI�TXHVWLRQV��)LUVW�RI�DOO��LW�VKRXOG�EH�PHQWLRQHG�
WKDW��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�D�IHZ�FDVH�VWXGLHV��QR�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
VWXG\�RQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWHOHVV�DQG�DW�ULVN�SRSXODWLRQV�KDV�
EHHQ� XQGHUWDNHQ� WR� GDWH� LQ� %DQJODGHVK��ौLV� FKDSWHU� WKHUHIRUH�
FDUULHV�VRPH�REYLRXV�OLPLWDWLRQV��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�GLਬHUHQW�VWRULHV�
DQG�KLVWRULHV�RI� WKH�FRXQWU\ۑV�PRVW�PDUJLQDOLVHG�JURXSV�VXJJHVW�
WKDW�D�V\VWHPDWLF�SURFHVV�RI�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DQG�OHJDO�VXERUGLQDWLRQ�
KDV�OHG�PDQ\�WR�WKH�YHUJH�RI�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�
2QH�RI� WKH�PDLQ�FRPPXQLWLHV� WKDW� WKLV�ZRUN�KDV� IRFXVHG�RQ�

LV� WKH� FDXVH� RI� WKH� OLQJXLVWLF� PLQRULW\یWKH� 8UGX�VSHDNHUV� RI�
%DQJODGHVK��%LKDULV���&RPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�DUH�VWLOO�FRQਭQHG�LQ�
FDPSV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�UHPDLQ�LVRODWHG�IURP�PDLQVWUHDP�
VRFLHW\�� ौH� QHZO\� SURSRVHG� FLWL]HQVKLS� ODZ� FRXOG� VHW� EDFN�
PXFK�RI�WKH�WHQWDWLYH�SURJUHVV�DFKLHYHG�VLQFH�������ZKHQ�WKHLU�
FLWL]HQVKLS� ZDV� ਭQDOO\� UHFRJQLVHG�� ौHLU� VLWXDWLRQ� VKRZV� KRZ�
WKH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI� FLWL]HQVKLS�PD\�EH�XVHG�DV� DQ� LQVWUXPHQW�RI�
H[FOXVLRQ�� DQG� WKH� GLਯFXOWLHV� RI� GUDZLQJ� D� FOHDU� OLQH� EHWZHHQ�

���7DUHN�0DKPXGې��$�QXPEHU�RI�5RKLQJ\DV�OHDYH�FDPSV��ZRUN�LOOHJDOO\�DFURVV�
%DQJODGHVKۑ��Dhaka Tribune��-DQXDU\����������DFFHVVHG�'HFHPEHU����������KWWSV���
ZZZ�GKDNDWULEXQH�FRP�EDQJODGHVK������������QXPEHU�URKLQJ\DV�OHDYH�FDPSV�
ZRUN�LOOHJDOO\�DFURVV�EDQJODGHVK�
�DQJODGHVK�VKRXOG�HQG�UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�PRYHPHQW��LQWHUQHW�DFFHVV�RI%ې���

5RKLQJ\DV�����������The Daily Star��6HSWHPEHUۑ�:5+���KWWSV���ZZZ�WKHGDLO\VWDU�
QHW�URKLQJ\D�FULVLV�QHZV�EDQJODGHVK�VKRXOG�HQG�UHVWULFWLRQV�URKLQJ\DV�
KUZ���������
 ,�The Daily Starۑ�DUEHG�ZLUH�IHQFHV�DURXQG�5RKLQJ\D�FDPSV�VRRQ%ې���

6HSWHPEHU���������� DFFHVVHG�2FWREHU�����������KWWSV���ZZZ�WKHGDLO\VWDU�
QHW�URKLQJ\D�FULVLV�EDUEHG�ZLUH�IHQFHV�EH�HUHFWHG�DURXQG�URKLQJ\D�FDPSV�
VRRQ���������
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VWDWHOLQHVV�DQG�FLWL]HQVKLS�ZKHQ�WKH�EDUULHUV�RI�VRFLDO�VHJUHJDWLRQ�
are still in place.
)RU�%DQJODGHVKۑV�'DOLWV��WRR��ZKLOH�WKH\�GR�QRW�IDOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�

de jure� GHਭQLWLRQ�RI� VWDWHOHVVQHVV��PDQ\� IDFH�de facto� V\PSWRPV�
RI� VWDWHOHVVQHVV� GXH� WR� WKH� SHUVLVWHQFH� RI� XQWRXFKDELOLW\�� ौH�
continued stigma around caste and descent serves to undermine 
WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�DFFHVV�PDQ\�EDVLF�ULJKWV�DQG�QHHGV��VXFK�DV�KRXVLQJ��
OHW�DORQH�ZHOO�SDLG�HPSOR\PHQW�
)RU�WKH�ODUJH�5RKLQJ\D�SRSXODWLRQ��VWDWHOHVVQHVV�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�

EXW�R़HQ�XQDFNQRZOHGJHG�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�WKHLU�SOLJKW��ौHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�
H[WHQGV� EH\RQG� WKH� UHPLW� RI� %DQJODGHVK� DORQH� DQG� UHTXLUHV� D�
FRQFHUWHG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� UHVSRQVH�� ,Q� WKH�PHDQWLPH��ZLWK� D� UHWXUQ�
WR�0\DQPDU�VHHPLQJO\�LQFRQFHLYDEOH�LQ�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�WHUP��HYHU\�
HਬRUW�PXVW�EH�PDGH�WR�UHJXODULVH�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�DਬRUG�GLVSODFHG�
FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�WKH�VHFXULW\�DQG�GLJQLW\�RI�UHFRJQLWLRQ�

Recommendations

5HJDUGLQJ�8UGX�6SHDNLQJ�%DQJODGHVKLV��%LKDULV��
ۚ� ौH�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�UHPRYH�DOO�OHJDO�DQG�RWKHU�EDUULHUV�WR�

allow linguistic minorities to access all services of the state as 
FLWL]HQV�DQG�EDVHG�RQ�SULQFLSOH�RI�HTXLW\�

ۚ� (QVXUH�WKDW�WKH�GUD़�&LWL]HQVKLS�%LOO������ZLOO�QRW�PDNH�WKH�
OLQJXLVWLF� PLQRULWLHV� VWDWHOHVV� DJDLQ� E\� HOLPLQDWLQJ� WKRVH�
DUWLFOHV�ZKLFK�PLJKW�DਬHFW�WKHLU�ULJKWV�DV�FLWL]HQV�

ۚ� (ਬHFWLYH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUWۑV�RUGHUV�ZLWK�
UHJDUG�WR�WKHLU�ULJKWV�DV�FLWL]HQV�VKRXOG�EH�HQVXUHG��5HPRYH�
REVWDFOHV� LQ� JHिLQJ� RਯFLDO� GRFXPHQWV� OLNH� SDVVSRUW�� WUDGH�
OLFHQFH��ELUWK�FHUWLਭFDWH��QDWLRQDO�LGHQWLW\�FDUG��HWF�

Regarding Dalits:
ۚ� 'DOLWV� VKRXOG� EH� JLYHQ� UHFRJQLWLRQ� DV� D� VSHFLDO� FRPPXQLW\��
'LVDJJUHJDWHG�GDWD�RI�WKH�'DOLW�SRSXODWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�FROOHFWHG�
LQ�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�FHQVXV�RI�������ौLV�ZLOO�KHOS�LGHQWLI\�WKHLU�
VSHFLDO� QHHGV� DQG� SURYLVLRQ� RI� QHFHVVDU\� VXSSRUW� FDQ� EH�
ensured. 

ۚ� ौH� JRYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG� SDVV� $QWL�'LVFULPLQDWLRQ� %LOO� WR�
DGGUHVV� XQWRXFKDELOLW\� DQG� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�EDVHG� ZRUN�� ,W�
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VKRXOG� DOVR� WDNH� LQLWLDWLYHV� IRU� HਬHFWLYH� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
RI� WKH� �RQYHQWLRQ&ې RQ� (OLPLQDWLRQ� RI� $OO� IRUPV� RI� 5DFLDO�
'LVFULPLQDWLRQۑ�

ۚ��ौH� JRYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG� FRQFHQWUDWH� RQ� KRXVLQJ� DQG� ODQG�
LVVXHV�RI�'DOLWV��ौH�WHPSRUDU\�RU�SHUPDQHQW�UHPRYDO�RI�'DOLWV�
from their ancestral land or colonies without the provision 
RI�SURSHU�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�HQGHG��/DQG�RZQHG�E\�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�EH�GLVWULEXWHG�DPRQJ�'DOLWV�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�
RI�SULRULW\��ौRVH�OLYLQJ�DV�WHD�SODQWDWLRQ�ZRUNHUV�VKRXOG�EH�
SURYLGHG�ZLWK�RZQHUVKLS�RI� ODQG�ZKHUH� WKH\�KDYH� OLYHG� IRU�
generations.

Regarding Rohingyas:
ۚ��ौH� JRYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG� DFNQRZOHGJH� WKH� UHIXJHH� VWDWXV�
RI� WKH� 5RKLQJ\D� E\� UDWLI\LQJ� WKH� ����� 5HIXJHH�&RQYHQWLRQ�
DQG�VLJQ� LWV������3URWRFRO�� ,W�ZLOO�RSHQ�XS�VRPH�DYHQXH�IRU�
WKH� 5RKLQJ\D� WR� HQMR\� WKHLU� ULJKWV� DV� UHIXJHH� DQG� VWDWHOHVV�
persons.

ۚ� ौH� 81� DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DLG� DJHQFLHV� VKRXOG� IRFXV� RQ� D�
SROLWLFDO�VROXWLRQ�WR�HQG�WKH�5RKLQJ\DVۑ�VWDWHOHVVQHVV�

ۚ��ौH�JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�DOORZ�WKH�5RKLQJ\D�SRSXODWLRQ�WR�DYDLO�
of the rights as enshrined in international treaties supported 
E\�WKH�VWDWH�DV�ZHOO�DV�QDWLRQDO�ODZV�DQG�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�

ۚ� ौH� JRYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG� WDNH� VWHSV� WR� HQVXUH� WKDW� DOO� WKH�
5RKLQJ\D�OLYLQJ�LQ�%DQJODGHVK�LOOHJDOO\�DUH�UHJLVWHUHG�DQG�QRW�
detained or prosecuted under the Foreigners Act.

ۚ� ौH� JRYHUQPHQW� VKRXOG� HQDEOH�PRYHPHQW� RI� WKH� 5RKLQJ\D�
SHRSOH� EH\RQG� WKH� FDPSV� DQG�ZLWKGUDZ� UHVWULFWLRQ� RQ� FHOO�
phone communication inside camps.


